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About the'Piece

Classical Chorales(is'a set of five “classical music” pieces arranged’in a chorale/teaching style for
concert band. This set includes: New World Symphony (Dvorak), 1812<0vérture (Tchaikovsky), Piano
Concerto No. 5 (Beethoven), Abendfeier in Venedig (C. Schumann), Ave Conpls Verum (Mozart). The
dynamics and specific musical\markings have been stripped away to givesthe director/teacher the
most leeway. For example, mayberyou want to work only at softer mp-p-pp dynamics. Another
customizable option would bexto have the ensemble follow the conducting: dynamies, style/articula-
tion, tempo, etc.

This series aims to assist both young afd“eldmusicians in connecting with classical music. Studying
and practicing these pieces can establish a serise of familiarity that may spark interest inthe
original compositions. And while Bach's chorales apé exceptional (the industry standard!), these'hew
arfangements can add some variety to the repertoire.

| recommend listening to the chorales in their original'sétting and having a conversation about
musicality”and interpretation. Encouraging young musicians te listen to various recordings can help
refine theiristening skills. Music educators understand that“musicis multi-layered, and one can
spend their entire life'listening, learning, and reflecting. These choralesican serve as a valuable tool
for developing a rich ensemble sound and further, instilling a lifelong-tevel ofy music.

About the Composer

John McAllister is a composer educator, and conductor based in Spartanburg, Souths€arolina.
He received his Bachelor of Music Degree from Furman University in Music Education. After
graduation, he spent fourteen years teaghing in Spartanburg School District #7 where‘he
taught all levels of secondary band (5th grade-12th grade). John was fortunate enough’tobe
named teacher of the year at both McCracken’Middle School (in 2015) and Spartanburg High
Sehool (in 2020). Ensembles under his directorfound much success, receiving numerous superier
ratifgs at local and regional festivals.

His passion-for composing/arranging have merged with his band directing, leading him to create
John McAllister Music (wwwjohnmeallistermusic.com). Theduebsite houses his compositions and
arrangeménts, but the most robust section is the “free resources.” Here there are warm-ups, funda-
mentals, and nimerous other resources for music educators. Johr espécially enjoys creating cine-
matic accompaniments and other engaging play-alongs for young musicians.

A majority of John's compositions and arrangements center around creating.exciting and
engaging music for young pepformers. He writes for concert band, orchestra; and chamber
ensembles. He has also been writifhg custom marching band shows for more than two'decades.

In addition to writing for performing ensembles, he also writes for the screen. He hassebred
numerous films, video games, and commepcials. Placements have ranged from nationally

televised commercials (i.e. on CBS) to pépulaneuTube Channels (i.e. HISHE). His collaborationssvith
filmmaker Kane Farabaugh have led to mdltiple®Emmy award winning films.

Photocopy notice:
The buger of this item is permitted to freely photoéopy it-or send it digitally to the students or
members’ofthe program for which it was purchased.
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. - John McAllister
Largo from New World Symphony - Antonin Dvorak‘
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