
50 Progressive Exercises for Band 

Greetings! This is a resource I created years ago to help improve my ensemble’s 
reading/sight-reading ability. It starts off with a moderate difficulty and gets quite 
advanced towards the end. 


Some notes for use:


- Can be used as an etude/method book type study. Works great for the advancing
ensemble. At times, I’ve used these to challenge reading abilities and fill in some
“reading” gaps when getting an ensemble on the same page

- Can be used as sight-reading practice for individuals or the full ensemble (hence I
took the time to write out a snare part for the entire series).
- One way to use this with a full ensemble is to give the students a set time to study

(30 seconds or so), then have them all play it individually. It sounds like a mess,
but is great for taking them through the process. Then play it all together and
make sure everyone understands notes, rhythms, etc.

- A lot of these are written to be deceptively difficult, with various tricks planted within.
I always encourage students to focus on what is there, not what they feel it should
be. The idea is always to create great music readers. And great music readers will
catch these and play them correctly the first time.

- Play around with tempo, style, context, etc. Challenge the students to make them as
musical as possible.

- If you find an error anywhere, please let me know and I’ll fix it and get you and
updated copy. I am my own editor and things inevitably slip by…

Happy Teaching!

John
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50 Progressive Exercises for Band
Note: New key signature always starts after double bar.

John McAllister
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